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Majid Majidi’s narratives
underline an overpowering
sense of pathos, even without
melodrama. And pathos finds
its way into Baran (Rain) too.
But it’s much more than a
mere romantic fable; the back-
drop of Afghanistan’s poverty,

Iran’s ille-
gal immi-
g r a n t s ,
and the
universal
truth of
h u m a n
f r a i l t y
s e e p
t h r o u g h

every frame, as each face tells
a story.

Lateef, a lazy teenager, is
replaced as the tea boy at kind-
hearted Memar’s construction
site by Rahmat, the son of an
Afghan worker who injures
his leg after a fall. Lateef now
lugs bags of cement, and rav-
ages the kitchen in a fit of
anger. But the tea is now bet-
ter, the food beyond satisfacto-
ry. Rahmat’s tiny creeper
hints at the journey hence-
forth, the loss of innocence
and gain of experience. Lateef
is intrigued and infatuated
when he finds out that Rahmat
is a girl. The Afghans get oust-
ed from the site in a tragic
turn of events. Baran (the
girl’s real name), like the rain,
had come and gone away.

Her plight makes Lateef
follow her, weep in silence and
give up his savings, which
never reaches her. The
denouement has Baran’s face
breaking into a smile, and
only then do you realise the
connection even without her
ever uttering a word. When
you almost hope their fingers
touched while gathering up
scattered fruits, the last fruit
has been picked up. Baran
becomes a woman in just one
gesture — she pulls her veil
over her face while Lateef
watches her. Even as she
leaves, the rain comes down in
torrents and Lateef finds her
vestiges in her shoe marks left
behind on the wet earth. This
is love, at its purest.

— Jayeeta Mazumder

DVD REVIEW

Shivani Sharma

This movie is mad, heartwarming-
ly and hilariously mad! The plot is
very simple, and unfolds within
the first 15 minutes. There are
three estranged brothers—the
mean, violent, cranky elastic naa-
da-retailer Chixy Gill (Om Puri),
the meek manipulative quack Hap-
py Gill (Deepak Dobriyal) and the
youngest—a Hollywood-crazy, dog-
loving Punjabi actor—Fancy Gill
(Shreyas Talpade).

They hate each other, but must
observe their grandfather’s barsi
for two days every year in a hilltop
villa for three years, together. If
they don’t do it, their grandfather’s
will dictates that they will lose their
inheritance.

They are down to the last year,
and need to survive each other for
just two more days. How difficult
can that be? For them, very hard.
For you, extremely hilarious!

Hats off to director Mrighdeep
Singh Lamba for the expertly or-

chestrated madcap sequences, and
giving Deepak the lead role he has
deserved for a long time.

The three actors work beautiful-
ly together, and when a dull mo-
ment creeps in, Shreyas brings
back the laughs with his un-
abashedly loud tomfoolery.

Lamba also manages to give his
characters depth and motive, with-
out taking away the comic flavour of

the film. He makes sporadic transi-
tions into the past of the brothers,
and gives us a glimpse of the emo-
tional undercurrents that went into
the making of this mad family. Mu-
sic by Ranjit Barot and Sukhwinder
Singh helps him accomplish this
nearly seamlessly.

Remember Hera Pheri? This is
just that, with a simpler plot and a
shorter duration. If you watch this
one today, the laughs might just
keep coming for the rest of the
weekend.

s_shivani@dnaindia.net

FFIILLMM::  Teen Thay Bhai

DDIIRREECCTTOORR::  Mrighdeep Singh

Lamba

CCAASSTT  ::  Om Puri, Shreyas Talpade,

Deepak Dobriyal and Ragini 

Khanna

Rating ✮✮✮✮

If you have felt nauseated
at the shamelessly stale
attempts at comedy 
recently, then watch this!
It’s the bundle of laughs
you have been craving for

✮ Snooze off | ✮✮ Grab a coffee |✮✮✮ Bring on the popcorn |✮✮✮✮  Don’t blink |✮✮✮✮✮ Time to whistle!

LOADS OF LOL!

RINGSIDE VIEW

Jayeeta Mazumder

What makes a hero heroic in
the literary world is certainly
debatable. Darcy’s pride and
arrogance in Pride and Preju-
dice, Heathcliff ’s wild rakish-
ness in Wuthering Heights,
Rhett Butler’s roguishness in
Gone with the Wind... have not
been forgotten. In fact, these
elusive characters
are etched in the
romance read-
er’s memory. And
as the world of ro-
mance fiction is more re-
laxed these days, thanks
to the free interaction be-
tween the sexes, the brooding,
flawed human hero has re-
placed the man of steel with
impeccable looks, manners
and bank balance. So, the dif-
fident Chairman is Sayuri’s
hero (Memoirs of a Geisha),
the mysterious Magus who
lets go of his love is the pro-
tagonist (Brida), and more re-
cently, the 21st century hero
seems to have even taken the
form of a dead sexy vampire
(Twilight series)! Romantic
heroes have
evolved from just
being tall, dark,
handsome statues
to cringing, kind, silly and,
sometimes, even victims of
circumstances.

Rupa Gulab, author of The
Great Depression of the 40s,
says, “Our expectations have
become reasonable over time.
You have the heroes of the
Bronte sisters (Jane Eyre and
Wuthering Heights, both pub-
lished in 1847)—Rochester has
an insane, pyromaniac wife
and there’s the gypsy Heath-
cliff and there’s a lot of an-
guish—way too heavy for the
romance genre, which
is why Jane Austen’s
heroes are more popu-
lar. Margaret
Mitchell’s Rhett Butler
(Gone with the Wind, pub-
lished in 1936) was a rogue
and shockingly we ab-
solutely loved him for it!

The tide
had begun
to turn.”

One can’t
leave out the quin-
tessential M&B
(Mills and Boon) he-
roes when dissecting the
romantic hero. “Current-

day heroes don’t
necessarily need
to do heroic
stuff. They

should just have the abili-
ty to be heroic. One big
heroic act of Mr Darcy sav-
ing Elizabeth’s sister Lydia
from disgrace at the hands
of Wickham turns the story
in his favour. Basically, till
then he came across as cold
and pompous. In my view,
current romantic writing
tends to veer towards pre-
senting heroes who do not
have overriding flaws. Most
writing is a reflection of the

times you live in. While in
the past women may have ac-
cepted men even with over-
riding flaws, today the
woman will ultimately have

the man on her terms,” says
Milan Vohra, the first In-

dian M&B author,
who wrote The Love
Asana.

“Concerns have
changed, readers
will not relate to a
man too good to
be true. Even
the M&B man
is not perfect

anymore. It’s
good to

make them flawed because
that’s realistic. It’s not just
about the man as the caretak-
er... women are now ambi-
tious and the men’s heroism
lie in the way they react to
women,” says Aastha Atray,

the second Indian M&B au-
thor, who wrote The Poor
Rich Girl and the Man
with the Menacing Grin.

In Indian writing too,
men are often blasé and
indifferent to the

women’s basic expecta-
tions, as found in Manju
Kapur’s Married Woman
and Suchita Malik’s Indi-
an Memsahib, among oth-
ers. But, as most writers
would have us believe, ro-
mantic heroes today are re-
alistic with their imperfec-

tion and vulnerability.
“He’s not always filthy rich

or blue-blooded and finally
even M&B heroes and hero-
ines are getting to be social

and economic equals. I say
thank God for that!”
concludes Rupa.

m_jayeeta@

dnaindia.net

HERO, NOT HEROIC
Here’s taking a look at how the romantic, tall, dark, handsome man has
evolved spanning generations. Welcome the imperfect literary hero

Current-day 
heroes don’t 
necessarily need
to do heroic stuff
Milan Vohra, author
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Whether it is Aayega aanewala, a 1949 clas-
sic or Munni badnaam hui, Pt Vishwamo-
han Bhatt has never strained his ears to
catch the lyrics of a song as much as he has
been drawn by its music and rhythm.

For the creator of the Mohan Veena, mu-
sic is the language of God generated for the
benefit of mankind. “To me, music is the
medium to talk to God,” asserts the maestro.

So what soothes the ears of someone like
him—always on the move, flying across
continents spreading Indian classical mu-
sic to various corners of the globe? 

Yes, it’s classical stuff—a mix of Indian
and Western. “I am a diehard fan of the late
Amir Khan and Pt Ravi Shankar. Apart
from this I can spend hours listening to
Mozart and Beethoven, played on the piano,
violin and guitar,” he says.

He is particularly impressed with the in-
novative ‘guitaring’ of John McLaughlin,
who has modified the Spanish guitar by

deepening the
neck and there-
by allowing it to
produce sounds
like the sitar.
Another Arabi-
an instrument
that he loves lis-
tening to is Ud,
played by Si-
mon Shaheen.

But among
all these, the
Grammy recip-

ient gets carried away when he plays a
track sung by the fellow Grammy winner
Norah Jones. “She has some kind of magic
in her voice that is addictive and captivat-
ing. So simple yet soulful! In one of her in-
terviews she was asked whom does she lis-
ten to in her leisure and Norah replied that
she listens to me,” grins Panditji.

And while his two fave bands are The
Eagles and The Beatles—Hotel California
‘because this track has everything that a
classic hit should essentially have’—FM is
his poison on short trips within the city
simply because Hindi songs are only 4-5
minutes long. On long drives he strictly ab-
sorbs himself into listening to a raag, for it
takes at least 45 minutes to conclude.

“Another thing I practice is listening to
an audio recording of my previous, prefer-
ably latest, concerts. This not only enables
me to analyse my performance but also to
make room for improvisation,” he confides.

One thing this gizmo-friendly artiste
never forgets to carry is his iPod in his
travel bag. For Pt Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, mu-
sic is synonymous with his life and it goes
wherever he goes….

Elaborating, Akon  smiles, “Whereas now,
with my current relationship, everything is
cool. I’ve got money now, but my lady is also
rich and she’s more conservative. So it’s also
about a lot of things she wouldn’t normally
do because of her status. It’s about a lot of
things from your past relationships that you
miss. You’re like, ‘Damn, I wish I never real-
ly broke up. I wish I could just link up and do
the things that we used to do.’”

Harking back, Akon says that he treas-
ures his associations with late iconic singer
Michael Jackson till date. “The collabora-
tion with Michael Jackson was the best and
most exciting in my whole career. That was
one of the highlights of my career simply
because I never thought it could happen. But
that was always my goal. I put together a
five-year-plan.

Mike was like the last goal. But it hap-
pened way before. He was the most humble
guy. On a parting note, ask him his opinion
on Indian women and he says cheekily,
“Well, they are the most beautiful women in
the world.”

r_sujata@dnaindia.net

He’ll have
you...

This is what
he listens to! 
Many play him. But what
moves PPtt  VViisshhwwaa  MMoohhaann  BBhhaatttt
in his spare time? Our music
column Beat-o-meter returns!
This time, with a twist 

from p17

MMeellvveenn  CCaasstteelliinnoo sings, plays
the keyboard and runs a 
music band. And, oh yes, he
also teaches English! 

BEAT-O-METER

I can spend
hours listening
to Mozart and
Beethoven 
Pt VM Bhatt

Shreya Badola

Santoor player Rahul
Sharma and renowned
saxophonist Kenny G
are making news for their lat-
est album Namaste India. How-
ever, the most intriguing part
about the album is that it in-
corporates the old classic Yeh
kahan aa gaye hum from the
Bollywood film Silsila with Big
B’s overriding voice. And if
you wonder what the connect
is, Rahul is quick to explain,
“My dad gave the music for the
song…and it’s one of my all

time favourites. Besides, the
way in which Bachchanji has
narrated the lines is just fan-
tastic!” Rahul believes that In-
dian music was at its melodi-
ous best in the 80s and 90s. “I
am a big fan of the ’80s and ’90s
music.”

Namaste India is the first
track of the album but that is
not all that the nomenclature is
derived from. “I wanted to

present the album in an 
essentially desi way.
You’ll notice that it
sounds different from
Kenny’s signature

style,” explains Rahul.
The association happened

when Kenny was in India for a
concert two years back. Rahul,
who was an avid fan of Ken-
ny’s music, presented him few
CDs of his own music. Says
Kenny, “He is such a talented
guy…he came to talk to me
post my concert saying that he
wanted to discuss music and
gave me a sample of his work. I

listened to it and found the
tunes so melodious.” The saxo-
phonist was introduced to Indi-
an music by Rahul alone. And
Yeh kahan… was the first Hin-
di song he ever heard. “Rahul

has been educating me on indi-
an music…the instruments
sound so good. I’d love to do
more such work… hopefully
Rahul and I will perform live in
India sometime soon.”

Rahul asserts that he was
always inspired by Kenny. “I
had listened to a lot of his mu-
sic and found it greatly inspir-
ing. It was Kenny who gave me
the idea that an instrumental-
ist too could have a video for
his compositions.”

Comments Amitabh
Bachchan, “I have heard sev-
eral compositions of Rahul —
they are all novel and good.
His attempts at fusion with
‘international greats’, is a wel-
come flavour to the kind of
music that he writes. He’s an
illustrious son to a legendary
father, Shivji!”

Rahul, who’s also collabo-
rated with Richard Clayder-
man, has built a reputation for
working with big names. So
what’s next on the maverick’s
mind? “Umm…I like Enigma’s
style, it’s deep and mysterious.
It has a lot of Indian elements
and will make a good collabo-
ration.”

b_shreya@dnaindia.net

AFTER KENNY G, IS IT ENIGMA?
Having worked with
international artistes
like RRiicchhaarrdd
CCllaayyddeerrmmaann and
KKeennnnyy  GG, santoor
player RRaahhuull  SShhaarrmmaa
wants to collaborate
with Enigma

PULLING
STRINGS

Rahul Sharma (L) with Kenny G 

After Hrs Correspondent

The paintings are as magnificent as the
cause, catering to many philanthropists
and art lovers across the city. They be-
long to more than 30 artists,
who have donated their works to
be sold off, with the proceeds go-
ing towards the welfare of men-
tally-challenged children! And
then there are paintings by the mentally-
challenged children themselves.

This, then, is Shubhashish, a three-
day exhibition organised at the Sukriti
Art gallery of JKK by Moomal, an
Ajmer-based daily, and Shubhda, a non-
government organisation (NGO) from
Ajmer that works with mentally-dis-
abled children.

“Our endeavour is to show the cre-
ativity of these mentally-challenged kids
through an art exhibition,” says Anu-
pam Bhatnagar, editor of Moomal and
one of the organisers of the exhibition.
Bhatnagar happens to be an artist as
well, and has displayed his works at the
exhibition too.

The paintings by the children are
simple, and yet reflect the zeal these chil-
dren have for life. One such painting, by
young and talented Sachin Mathur, stood
out because many were not able to dis-

tinguish whether it was by a pro-
fessional artist or a mentally-
challenged child. Each painting
by one such child was valued at
`650, and once bought, the

amount would immediately be trans-
ferred to the concerned child’s account.

The artists, meanwhile, are more
than happy to donate their art works for
these children. “We are only adding bits
and pieces to their difficult life. If my art
can benefit someone, I would be the hap-
piest person,” says Amit Rajvanshi, one
such artist. afterhoursjpr@dnaindia.net

After Hrs Correspondent

They are not just jewellers—they are
designers. That ‘designer’ in
them came out at an exhibition
of precious and semi-precious
stones at the office of
Jaipur Jewellery Associ-
ation (JJA) on Thuirs-
day. The exhibitors put
up their best of designs of
rubies, emeralds, sap-
phires and other stones.

“I’m preserving
Mughal art, which
originated in Turkey
500 years ago. It’s now
found only in palaces and
the Taj Mahal,” said ex-
hibitor Vijay Jhajhoo. His
triangular diamonds spoke a
language of elegance and
tradition. The other participants
at the exhibition had similar elite vo-
cabulary to impress the people.

“We are displaying lead glass-filled
rubies. We specialise in carving and
cuts, and so have displayed our most
antique Jaali work in rubies. We ex-
pect to establish tie-ups with different
establishments for future business,”

said Vinit Daga excitedly.
Because the jewellery was dis-

played in bulk, it was difficult at first
to gauge their true value. However, it
became apparent only when one got to
touch and feel the individual pieces.

“Here, an emerald may cost be-
tween `1,000 to lakhs. But the idea is
not to make great sales here, but to

create business relations,”
said Nirmal Bardiya, JJA
president.

Though the exhibition
is a business-to-busi-

ness affair, the masses
too are dropping in to

make purchases. “We gen-
erally see jewellery de-
signers, who combine our
unique cuts with their

own creativity to
make wonderful

pieces,” said Arpit Kala,
another exhibitor.

Meanwhile, because the
interest generated by such

exhibitions, the frequency of
this one is being increased. “Af-

ter a huge response in January, we’re
having it again now because Jaipur
generates more than `3,000 crore in
stones and jewellery. We export stones
worth ̀ 1,200 crore and jewellery worht
`1,300 crore jewellery,” Bardiya said.

The exhibition will go on till Satur-
day, its next installment will being
from April18-20. afterhoursjpr@dnaindia.net

Now this is a rock-solid show

More than 30 artists donate
their work to be sold at an art
show at JKK. The proceeds
will got to an NGO for
mentally challenged kids

It’s primarily a B2B
exhibition, but Jaipurites
are welcome too at this
gem show in town

Artist Amit Rajvanshi

Art to the
rescue!

FOR THE
CHILDREN


